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The United States, along with the 

international community, has a long 
tradition of upholding international 
norms, including holding accountable 
those guilty of crimes against human-
ity and war crimes. The international 
community cannot stand by and allow 
the murder of innocent men, women, 
and children to go unchallenged. He 
must immediately bring Assad and all 
the perpetrators of gross human rights 
violations in Syria to justice. This can-
not wait another year. 

Earlier this week, I reintroduced the 
Syrian War Crimes Accountability Act, 
along with my colleagues Senators 
RUBIO, MENENDEZ, SHAHEEN, and 
PETERS. This bipartisan legislation es-
tablishes a Syria-specific standard of 
reporting and accountability for crimes 
against humanity. The bill will require 
the U.S. State Department to report to 
relevant congressional committees on 
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity committed in Syria. This would in-
clude an account of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity committed by 
the regime of President Bashar al- 
Assad and violent extremist groups and 
other combatants involved in the con-
flict. 

Today, as I stand on the floor of the 
Senate, the violence is continuing 
unabated. 

Some of my colleagues may be aware 
of a Syrian defector and photographer 
named Caesar. Caesar fled from Syria 
in 2013 with more than 55,000 photos 
documenting the torture and murder of 
more than 11,000 civilians. Last week, 
some of those photos were put on dis-
play at the United Nations. 

We must shine a light on the atroc-
ities that have been committed in 
Syria and demand accountability. Ig-
noring these violations sends a mes-
sage to the global community that war 
crimes and crimes against humanity 
are tolerable. The Syrian people de-
serve much more than that. 

On this fourth anniversary of the be-
ginning of the Syrian war, we must re-
commit to supporting the Syrian peo-
ple through humanitarian efforts and 
by holding those individuals and 
groups which are guilty of committing 
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity accountable for their atrocities. 

I ask my colleagues to stand with the 
Syrian people and join me in sup-
porting the Syrian War Crimes Ac-
countability Act. 

LYNCH NOMINATION 
Mr. President, I will also take time 

to urge my colleagues to immediately 
bring Loretta Lynch’s nomination to 
the floor of the U.S. Senate to be the 
next Attorney General of the United 
States. 

Ms. Lynch currently serves as the 
Senate-confirmed U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York. She has 
already been confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate. She served with great distinc-
tion as the U.S. attorney for the East-
ern District. 

I had the chance to visit with her 
last January and talk to her firsthand 

about her vision to be the next Attor-
ney General of the United States. She 
is extremely impressive, very well 
qualified, and has the right values to 
be the Attorney General of the United 
States. 

I will give a few examples. I know all 
of us are concerned about equal justice 
to the law. Well, Ms. Lynch has lived 
that through her own personal commit-
ments. At Harvard Law School, she was 
a member of the Legal Aid Bureau, 
helping people who otherwise would 
not have been able to afford access to 
our legal system. 

Ms. Lynch has a long and distin-
guished record of prosecuting terror-
ists, sex traffickers, organized crime 
cartels, corrupt politicians, and dan-
gerous gangs. She has been endorsed by 
a wide variety of law enforcement 
agencies and individuals. 

Put it this way: I have not heard any-
one question her qualifications. I have 
not heard anyone question why she 
should not be confirmed to be the next 
Attorney General of the country. 

Loretta Lynch’s nomination has been 
pending on the Senate floor as long as 
the five most recent Attorneys General 
combined. If we take five of the most 
recent Attorneys General and add all 
the time it took for their nominations 
to be confirmed, Loretta Lynch is now 
exceeding that. That is not fair. 

President Obama is entitled to have 
his team in place, and we have a re-
sponsibility to vote on his nomina-
tions. Let’s do the right thing and take 
up this nomination, debate it, and then 
have Senators vote up or down, not 
maybe, on her nomination. We owe it 
to Ms. Lynch, the employees of the 
Justice Department, and the American 
people to have a newly designated At-
torney General in place as the Nation’s 
chief law enforcement officer and top 
defender of Americans’ constitutional 
rights. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BISHOP GORMAN HIGH SCHOOL 
60TH DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor the 60th anniversary of Bishop 
Gorman High School in Las Vegas, NV. 

In 1954, Bishop Gorman High School 
opened as the first Catholic high school 

in Southern Nevada. I congratulate the 
institution on 60 years of leading our 
country in first-rate education while 
positively implementing Catholic val-
ues. 

Bishop Gorman High School has 
graduated more than 9,000 students and 
currently has a 100 percent graduation 
rate and a college bound rate of 96 per-
cent, making Bishop Gorman a na-
tional leader in college preparatory 
education. The school is equipped with 
an impressively experienced and cred-
ited faculty, with nearly 70 percent 
holding advanced degrees. The admin-
istration and the faculty’s dedication 
to providing excellent education in a 
Catholic setting, in addition to a low 
student-teacher ratio, has contributed 
to Bishop Gorman’s success and helped 
ensure that its students can reach 
their full potential. 

The school takes pride in providing 
its students with a well-rounded edu-
cation that includes strong academic 
principles, faith, and competitive ath-
letic opportunities. Over the past 60 
years, students have won 97 State ath-
letic championships and received State 
and national recognition in academics, 
fine arts, and extracurricular activi-
ties. 

Bishop Gorman High School also 
gives back to the local community and 
the State. Every year they organize 
multiple service events, and this past 
year, art students designed a beautiful 
courtyard for a transitional home in 
Las Vegas. Additionally, the National 
Honor Society students volunteered 
each week at a local food bank. 

I applaud Bishop Gorman High 
School President John Kilduff and 
Principal Kevin Kiefer for their strong 
leadership and recognize this year’s 
Knight of the Gaels honoree, Jack 
Raftery, Sr. I am pleased that through 
your joint efforts and the dedication of 
those before you, this remarkable in-
stitution has been a part of our com-
munity for 60 years. Best wishes for 
continued success, and congratulations 
on this great achievement. 

f 

BLACK WOMEN’S HISTORY WEEK 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
request that the U.S. government offi-
cially recognizes the last week in 
March as Black Women’s History 
Week. During the week of March 23, as 
part of Women’s History Month and in 
honor of the U.N. declaration of 2015 as 
the decade of Afro descendants, this 
week marks the perfect occasion on 
which to begin an annual recognition 
and celebration of Black women’s his-
tory and contributions to American so-
ciety. 

Black women have long gone above 
and beyond the call of duty in their 
contributions to American society 
through civic engagement, high voter 
turnout, and stepping up as leaders and 
bulwarks in their communities. Even 
in the face of grave oppression 
throughout our Nation’s history, Black 
women have continued to stand strong 
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